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Planning Commission – Town Council Work Meeting
Meeting Minutes
Members Present: - Scott Enos - Presiding, Stephen Hull-Excused, Elizabeth Shoemaker, Cory Jones Michele Mounteer, and Scott Keller- Absent.
Staff: Brian Preece-Town Planner- Excused, and Arlene Buehler- Clerk. 
Public: 
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.

Prayer:  Elizabeth Shoemaker
Pledge: Scott Enos

Approval of Meeting Minutes November 27th, 2019 – Cory Jones makes a motion to approve the minutes for November 27th 2019. Elizabeth Shoemaker seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Minutes are approved as written.
Public Comment – None.
Gary and Marilee Maxfield Proposal for Possible Annexation – Gary Maxfield explains to the Planning Commission that they had already been to a town council meeting last year sometime and ask them if they thought a Wedding or Event center would be a possible business that the town would allow if they were to annex into the town. The feeling or response from the town council was they felt it was a good idea. Gary Maxfield states that they have people come and want their wedding pictures taken along their property all the time and since they really don’t make much money from farming the land, they would like to annex this into the town and build this event center. Michele Mounteer asks what size of building you are proposing. Gary and Marilee state they have not decided exactly on the size but they would make it look like a big barn theme with a lot of historical artifact as décor, and probably house around 100 people or so. Elizabeth asks to be shown where the property is on the map, then asks if they intend on annexing the entire property or just a portion and wouldn’t that require rezoning. Gary Maxfield states the whole piece would be annexed and rezoning was the reason for them coming to the town. Elizabeth Shoemaker asks why they don’t just do this with the county. Mr. Maxfield states it wasn’t on a main thoroughfare and the zoning was farming and housing. Elizabeth inquires then you came to us to annex and change our zoning. The Maxfield’s states yes, to see what you thought. Scott Enos states the problem he has with it is the septic tank issue, having a facility to handle that type business. Gary Maxfield states he has talked with Tracy Richardson at the Health Department and he said that it was do-able. Michelle Mounteer states she has a VRBO and she has had several different people want to have Weddings at this house and not being able to do so she feels there is a great need for this type of business here in the town. Elizabeth Shoemaker states previously we had this type of business that was presented and the Planning Commission turned it down and she asks for help in being reminded of why we turned that application down because she wants to make sure we are not creating legal issues that can come back and hurt the town. The clerk stated that the application she is referring to was not a buildable lot and it was a completely different situation. Scott Enos states he thinks they should concentrate on annexing the property and his biggest concern was septic. The Maxfield’s state they just want to know if this is going to be a feasible business in the Town of Charleston before they go and spend the money to do the engineering and other costly steps, because if the town won’t allow it then they would be wasting their money and time. Both Michele Mounteer and Cory Jones state they think this will be a good and successful business. And they both agree that it wouldn’t really be encroaching or bothering any of the neighbors. Scott Enos reminds the council of the Larsen’s letter and how they felt about other businesses going in around them. The discussion gets a little out of hand, everyone talking and expressing their opinions and the clerk- Arlene Buehler reminds them that she will have to translate the minutes and to please talk in turn. In closing the discussion Scott Enos states that he feels that the concept is a good idea but you will have some obstacles to overcome, but in his opinion it is a good idea. Scott Enos then requests that the council move on to the next item on the agenda.
Application for Zone Change by Alan Brown Continuation From November Meeting – This application was brought before the Planning Commission back in November and was tabled and asked Alan Brown to bring more information to the council, they wanted a more definite answer as to what he plans to do with the property.  Scott Enos asks Alan to address the council. Alan Brown he has review the ordinance and feels like his property meets the requirements for the zone change. Alan states he remembers that one of the concerns was the sewer and he there is nothing in the ordinance about sewer being a stipulation. He states the objective to the zone reads: “That residents and surrounding areas can have convenience to daily household necessities and traveling public.” Primarily along Highway 189 is where the town wants to keep the commercial business, so what questions do you have. Scott Enos states that Elizabeth Shoemaker had a concern of traffic along 3000 south. Scott Enos then states that he himself is gun-shy of any further commercial businesses after the big cement building that went in. He feels like that because of the sewer the only types of businesses that can be put in there is storage units and warehouses. He then ask Alan Brown what can you put in there that will meet that requirement. Mr. Brown states he understands his concern after what has happened in the past, but what exactly your concern with this application is. Scott Enos states he just isn’t comfortable with approving more commercial to potentially become more storage units and warehouses. Scott Enos then request to hear from the other members in attendance. Michele Mounteer requests to be updated on this application since she had not been in attendance at the last meeting. After she was briefed she states back to the question that was asked earlier what do you see or plan on going in here. Alan Brown states one of the allowed business that is in the ordinance. They have not decided specifically on one particular one at this point but he will make sure it is one that meets the requirements of the ordinance. Michele Mounteer states that we all know that change is going to come to Charleston and how can we best work with the change to have the outcome the town desires. This property is in the right location and she understands wanting to make some money to supplement their income, but her one concern would be the road. Alan Brown states that they have enough sense that they would make sure to have the entrance down the road and keep it back off the road a ways. Elizabeth Shoemaker states she has been doing her homework and referred to the general plan and her concern is when the last project was annexed into the town they Planning Commission wanted to keep it residential and against what they wanted it was annexed and zoned commercial and that moved the commercial further down 3000 south and so where does that stop if we continue to do this. The other thing we need to remember is that 99 % of developers sell their property so we need to assume that this will be sold and developed under our ordinance. The third item she wants to remind everyone about is that when she spoke to Brian Preece that if we did consider it to be rezoned commercial that considering that it is off from 189 that we were going to have a feeder road and maybe we should have them start that road. Scott Enos asks where you propose to put this road. Elizabeth Shoemaker states that Brian Preece brought up the idea that we could have developers start roads, he is not here to explain it but she remembers him telling her about this. She is just concerned about how far down 3000 south that they are going to continues to move the commercial properties and businesses to be put in. Those were her points she has been thinking about and want them to keep them in mind. Cory Jones states that Alan Brown has brought an application before the town for an approval now and has stated he fully plans on following the ordinances even though he has not made decisions as to the specific business they would like to put on his property and he feels like it is unfair to compare Alan’s application to the huge commercial project that previously went in and assume that they will not follow the rules. Scott Enos states that he feels like Alan’s property is in the correct location to be commercial but he feels like without sewer that will not allow him to put in a business that fit the commercial criteria. Alan Brown states where does it state this in the ordinance? Scott Enos then states it doesn’t state that but he gets to vote or have an opinion on this issue. After much discussion Scott Enos calls for a motion. Michele Mounteer recommends to the Town Council that they approve the brownstone land holdings zone change application by Alan Brown, Cory Jones seconds the motion. Voting goes as follows:
          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Chairman – Scott Enos   

           


       X


        

Member – Cory Jones


           X




Member – Stephen Hull
           
           




          X



Member – Elizabeth Shoemaker 
           


       X



Member – Michele Mounteer         
           X

Vote is tied, two votes Aye, two votes Nay

Scott Enos calls for adjournment. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
______________________________

Submitted by Arlene Buehler, 
Charleston Town Recorder 

