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August 14th, 2019


Meeting Minutes
 
Town Council Members Present:   Mayor Brenda Kozlowski- Presiding, Vaughn Rasband, Brent Broadhead, Mike Smith, and Darrel Nish.
Staff: Planner-Brian Preece, Clerk-Arlene Buehler, Public Works-Dave Hendricksen. 
Public: Lynette Stewart, Virginia McNeil, Tyler McNeil, Bob Kowallis, Becky Severson, Frank Severson, Barbra Broadhead, Ellen Smith, Peg Sabey, Michael Hill, Dale Sweat, Linda Sweat, Carol Ellis, Elizabeth Shoemaker, Vicki Winterton, Lynda Burton, Laurie Lambert, Pam Larew, Jeremy Taylor, Michael Bauer, Trent Davis, Talon Davis, Mignon Probst, Annette Anderson, Cindy Richardson, Scott McFee, Clair Allen, Shawn Taylor, Neal Burton, Scott Keller, and Vickie Keller.
Meeting called to order: 7:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance: Darrel Nish
Opening Prayer: Vaughn Rasband
Truth In Taxation Public Hearing to Hear Comments on Proposed Property Tax Increase – Before the public hearing is opened up Mayor Kozlowski states that every individual that chooses to speak will have 3 minutes to speak. Mayor Kozlowski requests that everyone state their name and where they live before making their comments. Public hearing is opened for comments:

Bob Kowallis, resident – asks that the council or Mayor explain what has been done to mitigate the Charleston Town property tax notices that had been recently received and then they could respond after the explanation. Mayor Kozlowski explains to the residents that when the council had met and worked out the proposed tax levy for this increase we used the prior year property tax valuation to figure from. The property tax valuation in Charleston had not been raised in several years and we did not anticipate the large jump that they took this year so the Charleston Town levy portion was way more than what the council was proposing. The council has recalculated the rate and they will be less that the amount on the tax notices recently mailed out. Mayor Kozlowski states that it was not their intention to put a huge burden on the residents, but only intend on raising the property tax enough to cover the loan payment to repair the Winterton farms roads. This raise will add an additional $80 thousand to our annual property tax revenue. Michael Hill, resident – states he has been a resident 39 years and the property tax valuation increase has not just happened to Charleston but has happened to the entire valley because everyone wants to live here now. Charleston’s property tax is really not that much compared to surrounding areas. Taxes are increasing because of there are more schools, more homes, and construction all over the valley. Mr. Hill states that he doesn’t know of anything we can all do about it, we are just stuck with it. As far as the road is concerned its history speaks for itself and if the community had stepped in back when the town was considering taking ownership of the road and maybe took more interest we might have been able to do something but since no one stepped in or said anything about it we have no right to complain about it. The Town just assumed that the town council back then was taking care of things and maybe back then, they did feel like they were doing what was best for the town. Just like the rest of the town Mr. Hill doesn’t like the tax increase, but he states that he doesn’t feel like we have a right to complain about it since no one was willing to step up and give their input or suggestions on how things could be done better. Mr. Hill states he doesn’t usually attend too many meetings but this is one of the biggest meetings he has attended. There is usually only one or two people who do come to these meetings, so when things happen in the town and no one cares about the meetings, whatever happens, we are stuck with. Lois Zilonka, resident – states she doesn’t understand why we have to pay 50% more in taxes, but asks if any of that money goes toward the charter schools? Mayor Kozlowski states no they have nothing to do with our increase in taxes. Mrs. Zilonka states on her notices it shows a portion for schools. Mayor Kozlowski states that goes toward the county schools, charter schools are treated differently. The increase is specifically for the Winterton road repairs. Mrs. Zilonka asks is the contractor who put in the road responsible for it. Vaughn Rasband responds stating no, the contractor built the road to the specifications provided and the town council back then accepted the road the way it was. Also the road has been there for almost 20 years now and that is about the life expectancy of a road. Michael Bauer, resident – his first concern is, is the money enough to pay for the repairs but is it enough to pay for future repairs to that road. Number two does the town have a contingency plan fund in place to pay for any other repairs or things that may come up in the town. We are responsible for all of our town roads, and if we think that this money is just enough to get us by, then that is the wrong theory! Mayor Kozlowski states yes we have taken this in to consideration and we have additional money to take care of any other repairs or fixes in town that may need to be done throughout each year. A portion of this money currently comes from property tax and a C&B road money allotment that comes from the state each year. Mr. Bauer states he feels that the council is not considering any other major expenses that the town may need to address and might be stretching the funds to thin. Mayor Kozlowski states we are budgeting and put money aside to help prepare for expenses both expected and unexpected. Frank Severson, resident – states that he doesn’t quite understand how we ended up with that road anyway. Mike Smith responds by explaining that how subdivisions are set up these days, a developer can ask an entity to accept or take ownership of the roads and the council in 2002 agreed to take it on as the town’s responsibility. Mike Smith states currently the council will not take on anymore road, they require them to be privately owned to avoid this problem but we cannot go back in time and give it back. Michael Bauer – asks if the town has gotten all of the competitive bids and made sure that we are getting the best deal and it is being done correctly. Vaughn Rasband states no we have not yet, this is the busiest time of year for contractors so the town is waiting until spring when it will have slowed down and won’t be as outrageous as if we put it out there right now. Mayor Kozlowski states that we do have an estimated provided by the towns engineer and that is what we based the loan on. Mr. Bauer states what if the bids all come in over the amount of the loan. Mike Smith responds by stating that the town would not do the road and would not take the loan either. Mr. Bauer states that he is concerned that maybe the $80 thousand increase is enough maybe the town should consider more. Mike Smith states that the council has taken a lot of time and research on this and is very confident that we will be well with our budgeted amount and it hasn’t been very easy to obtain the funding to make these repairs. Lois Zilonka- asks if this meeting will have any effect on the tax notices that they have received. Mayor Kozlowski states yes, they will! According to our figures the Charleston portion will go down. Vaughn Rasband states that this is only the town’s portion, Charleston cannot do anything about the increase in the valuations of properties. That is all done by the county. Michael Bauer – asks if the town plans on having mitigation when the town puts out for bids on the repair if the road. He wants to make sure that whomever gets the bid will be required to make sure all of the clay is removed and the job is done to standard to prevent this from happening again. Mayor Kozlowski states that when we put the bid out we will do so during an open meeting and we will have the town engineer, Wes Johnson approve it and make sure that the bid is properly written and review all bid to make sure the requirements are met. Frank Severson – how often do these meetings take place, he is unaware of the schedule. The clerk states the town meeting schedule for everyone’s information. Brian Preece, city planner – explains to everyone that each line on the tax notice is over their own tax rate so if each one wants to raise the tax rate, they would all be required to have one of these meetings to before doing so. Elizabeth Shoemaker - states that her concern is the same as Mr. Bauer’s, she feels like there is a lack of short sidedness, a lack of vision, she is concerned that we are not taking care of the whole thing. She would feel much better about the tax increase even if it was 198% if it was going to take care of the entire town and not just the .7 miles. She again expresses that she feels there is a lack of vision, and understands that the town cannot ask for more money, but you could ask for more money to make sure that things are taken care of instead of every year raise taxes. She prefers not to have these kinds of shocks, this year was shocking. She expects them to go up, and she understands that things cost money, but she prefers to have a gradual increase, not a huge jump. Brian Preece – explains the certified tax rate system. Frank Severson – ask the council, does anyone know how the county assess the valuation of our property. Mike Smith explained that the county hires an appraiser to do this just as if you were having your property assessed if you were selling it. Mike Smith states that if any of you or if you know of anyone who is elderly and on a fixed income here is a web address that you can go online and apply for an abatement or tax wavier. They will go by your house hold income and see if you qualify. Dale Sweat – states on his property that contains a house, they assessed a value to it and one acre and then broke the other property off and assessed it at 100% and valued it as an outrageous amount. Brian Preece explains that if you have additional acreage that qualifies for a buildable lot they will assess t at 100%. Trent Davis – suggests maybe we increase the tax an additional 2% to cover any additional expenses on the roads. And do we charge impact fees. Brian Preece – explains why impact fees won’t work for this type of issue and he explains a little how impact fees work to clarify why the town doesn’t. After more discussion about cost for the road, Mayor Kozlowski states that if the bid comes in less than what we have estimated we can either pay it back on the loan or use it for other road repairs that qualify under the terms of the loan. Shawn Taylor, resident – asks the council how many bids the town plans on getting for this job. Mayor Kozlowski states a minimum of three but hopefully more. Shawn Taylor states that he would like to see the town acquire ten bids and suggests that the town call companies and solicit bids. Vaughn Rasband states that will be what the engineering company will do for us, they know the reliable companies and will look to those first. Shawn Taylor states he think the town should use some of the money and purchase equipment to do some of the work themselves and then the town would have the equipment for future use. Brian Preece states that there are anti-competitive laws that prevent us from doing that. Laurie Lambert, resident- asks if the council if there will be testing on the road construction and will there be geo-technical tests. Mayor Kozlowski responds stating absolutely there will be testing! Mrs. Lambert asks what the warranty period the town will ask for. Mayor Kozlowski states that will all be determined by the engineer. Bob Kozlowski- states that as he understands it the town portion of  75% and the assessment area portion of 25 %, if that doesn’t pan out or go through now is the time to address that and adjust the  tax rate increase accordingly. Mayor Kozlowski states that the special assessment area has 60days to protest the assessment and if not then it will go through. However we have to move forward now with the increase and if the assessment area doesn’t go through then the town will have to raise taxes again next year to compensate. Darrel Nish- states that we need to acknowledge that the residents in Winterton farms are not only getting the tax increase but are going to pay the additional assessment on top of this large increase if the assessment area is created.  They realize that without it, the road will probably not get repaired and will have to continue with the road the way it is currently. Scott McFee, resident – states that as he has observed that the entrance to Winterton Farms where the trucks make that turn, he suggests they widen the road or maybe take down the fence until construction is done to prevent damage to the new road by those heavy equipment trucks. Vaughn Rasband states that for future construction any damage that they do, they will be responsible to repair back to standard, we will have that in the contract or building permit.
After no further comment, the public hearing is closed.
After very little discussion from the council, Vaughn Rasband makes a motion to accept the tax increase to provide an additional $80 thousand dollars in property tax and make the mill levy rate accordingly. Mike Smith seconds the motion. Voting is as follows:
          Aye
                  Nay                   Absent       

Council Member - Brent Broadhead
           
X





Council Member - Vaughn Rasband
           
X



Council Member - Darrel Nish 
          
X



Council Member - Mike Smith 
            X





Mayor - Brenda Kozlowski   

            X

The Property tax increase is approved.

Mayor Kozlowski thanks everyone for attending, and asks if there is ever anything anyone needs to talk to her about or any comments they wish to make, she is in her office almost every day Monday- Thursday from 9am – noon. She encourages everyone to stop in and visit. Mayor Kozlowski thanks all of the council members and town employees for everyone’s time and support throughout this whole process. Vaughn Rasband also thanks everyone who was in attendance for being polite and courteous throughout the meeting, it was appreciated very much.

Brent Broadhead makes a motion to adjourn. Mike Smith seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
Submitted by Arlene Buehler – Clerk\Recorder
_________________________

