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Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
Members Present: - Scott Enos - Presiding, Stephen Hull, Elizabeth Shoemaker, Mignon Probst, Michele Mounteer, Cory Jones, and Scott Keller 2nd Alt.
Staff: Brian Preece-Town Planner, Arlene Buehler-Clerk\Recorder
Public: Barbra Broadhead, Grace Broadhead, Layne Kabonic, Vickie Winterton, Bob Kowallis, Vickie Keller, Cindy Richardson, Alan Brown, Michael Bauer.
Call to Order:  The Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Prayer: Brian Preece
Approval of Meeting Minutes January 24th 2019- Stephen Hull states he wanted to note that even though the vote was unanimous he did not vote because he had not attended. Change noted and corrected. Stephen Hull makes a motion to accept the minutes with this change. Michele Mounteer Seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous among members that attended with Scott Enos abstaining.
Pledge at audience requested by Bob Kowallis

Public Comment: No public comment.
Ordinance#2019-02 Request of the Town Board for a recommendation from the Planning Commission on the potential the repeal of the Premises Occupation provisions form Section 02.0632 of the Charleston Town Land Use Ordinance: Brian Preece explains that this is an issue that the town council had been discussing for a few months and had requested the planning commission make a recommendation to the town council as to the repealing of the premises occupation at the last meeting but apparently he didn’t relay how important or timely the council felt this issue was. So at their request he express that at this month’s meeting and present a draft of the ordinance  repealing of the premises occupation to the commission. He states that the commission can either recommend for or against the draft or you could also choose to make changes as the commission sees fit. Brian Preece also makes them aware that as the elected body they could choose to either take their recommendation or not it is really up to their discretion. Elizabeth Shoemaker asks Mr. Preece so they want us to recommend removing the premises occupation from the ordinance and no matter what we recommend the council can do what they want anyway is that correct? Brian Preece states yes. He also wants to make sure that they all understand this will not affect any existing premises occupations only any new ones that would apply. Elizabeth Shoemaker ask if there has been applications under the new ordinance since the last change that the planning commission recommended and adopted. Brian Preece stated no not to his knowledge. Elizabeth then states that then if there hasn’t been any application then there has not been any miss-use of it. Mignon Probst asks if Mr. Preece knows what exactly the council didn’t like about it or wanted to change. Brian states that back at the time they had asked you to review it the last time, a couple of the council members wanted to do away with the premises occupation at that time and he feels like that is where this comes from, it’s just a continuation of their desire to do away with it. 

At this time Scott Enos opens the meeting up to the public hearing:
Layne Kabonic stands and apologizes to the clerk but he has his own recorder he wishes to use. He states that he has five pages that he would like to read and asks not to be interrupted until he is finished. He reads that the residents don’t have the time to understand and react to this process. It appears to him that the decisions of this town are being made by just a few people and he feels like their attentions should be directed to more serious issues such as public water supply and that the water conservancy district is in non-compliance status. After continuing to the end of his speech, Scott Enos states that the water board is a completely different entity and this topic is not on the agenda this evening and we need to stick to the issue at hand. Bob Kowallis states that he would like to express his opinion on this premises occupation and he would like it to be kept in the ordinance. He feels like there is a great need for this in our community and maybe it can be re-written to help administrate the problems the council is attempting to resolve. Cindy Richardson states she agrees with Bob and really likes the way he expressed his opinions. Vickie Winterton, Grace Broadhead, Barbra Broadhead and Vickie Keller also agrees with Bob Kowallis’s comments. Michael Bauer states he has lived in several different cities or towns and he has seen a lot of places that he would like to bring it to everyone’s attention the impact of these premises occupations and additional traffic. The wear and tear on the roads, the additional water usage and sewer issues that they will they bring to the table. He just wants the council to take all of these issues into consideration, there needs to be some restrictions without making too many restrictions or taking that option completely away. At this point everyone in attendance had a chance to express their feelings and comments, Scott Enos closed the public hearing.
The planning commission begins their deliberation on this issue: Cory Jones states that after hearing all the comments he feels like maybe they should make changes to the draft rather than repealing the premises occupation but could not specifically state what needed changing. Stephen Hulls states that he doesn’t feel like taking the option away without knowing the issue or problem they were trying to solve isn’t the way to handle it and also states he doesn’t agree with what was said about people should be able to do what they want on their own property. So at this time he doesn’t agree with repealing the ordinance. Elizabeth Shoemaker states she would like to hear from the council what their reason for just getting rid of it, and would like to have modification to the ordinance she doesn’t want to have the ability to have employees. Mignon Probst states when they had re-written the ordinance last time they had included the business license as a means to regulate any issues for these businesses and feels like this would be a good resource to handle any new businesses that may come before the council but to her knowledge there has been no new premises occupations in the town since the new ordinance has been passed. Scott Enos states the he was very proud of the last ordinance that they had revised and was approved previously and he tries to keep in mind every time he comes to make decisions or recommendation he keeps our general plan in mind. He also wants to let the residents in attendance know that they are very convincing because when he came to the meeting tonight he had looked back on the previous businesses that they have approved and has also looked around the town and there are rusty old storage containers and things around and was very disappointed in them and was for possibly doing away with them and after hearing all of the towns comments and reasoning he has changed his mind. He also feels like the council owns them an explanation. Brian Preece wants to make something clear, he had at least one of the town council members wanted to attend the planning commission meeting and he recommended against it., not that it was illegal or against protocol but if you get too many member in attendance without advertising it that way it would be against the open meetings act. After much discussion Michele Mounteer makes a motion to postpone their recommendation until we hear from the town council what the deficiencies in the ordinance are. Mignon Probst seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Scott Enos thanks all in attendance and calls for adjournment.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
______________________________

Submitted by Arlene Buehler, 
Charleston Town Recorder 

